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Abstract: The article considers the Russian foreign trade in the 21st 
century, describes the impact of sanctions, and analyzes the amounts of 
Russian exports 2014-2017. 
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Аннотация: В статье рассматривается внешняя торговля России 
в 21 веке, описывается влияние санкций, анализируются объемы 
российского экспорта в 2014-2017 гг. 
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Russia began to engage in foreign trade in the 10th century with the 
advent of the famous trade route «From the Varyag to the Greeks». But the 
active participation of Russia in trade occurred only in the XVI century 
after the completion of the unification of the Russian lands around 
Moscow. It was then that the growth of agriculture occurred, and a single 
all-Russian market appeared.  
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 Russian foreign trade is Russia's trade with the countries of the 
world. Since August 22, 2012 Russia is a member of the World Trade 
Organization. Russia is a party to the Treaty on the Free Trade Zone of the 
CIS, the Customs Union of the EEU, the Eurasian Economic Union.  
 Since 2014, the economic sanctions imposed against Russia and 
counter-sanctions by the Russian government have had a negative impact 
on its foreign trade. These sanctions come mainly from the European 
Union and the United States in connection with the Ukrainian crisis, in 
order to exert pressure on Russia's opinion on certain political issues and to 
weaken its economy. 
 This includes a ban on the organization of debt financing of three 
fuel and energy companies of Russia: «Rosneft», «Transneft», «Gazprom 
Neft»; a ban on trading in bonds of these companies, tougher restrictions 
on the provision of loans and investment services for five Russian banks: 
«Sberbank of Russia», «VTB», «Gazprombank», «Vnesheconombank», 
«Rosselkhozbank»; a ban on debt financing for the three largest defense 
concerns in Russia: «Uralvagonzavod», «Oboronprom», «United Aircraft 
Construction Corporation». Also, a number of sanctions were introduced 
by the United States against corporations in the oil industry, in particular, 
«Gazprom», «Lukoil», «Rosneft», etc. 
Russia's exports in 2014 amounted to $ 496.7 billion and fell by 5.1% 
compared to 2013. Russia exports mainly hydrocarbon raw materials (oil 
and oil products, gas, coal), metallurgical and chemical products, 
machinery and equipment, weapons, food. In 2009, Russia was in the 
second place in the world in oil exports and in the first place in the world 
in natural gas exports. In 2017, the Russian Federation exported 193.9 
billion m³ of gas to non-CIS countries. This is an absolute record in recent 
years. Food exports in 2016 reached a historic high of $17 billion [1]. 
Russia's imports in the first half of 2017 amounted to 101.8 billion 
US dollars and increased by 27.2% compared to the first half of 2016. 
Most of the imported products in Russia are machine equipment and 
vehicles. Foodstuffs are in the second place. The main trading partners of 
Russia are the countries of the European Union (52% of Russia's total 
trade turnover in 2008), the CIS countries (14.5%) [1]. 
 Russia's foreign trade is of great importance for the economy of our 
country because 33% of consumer goods and 21% of food products are 
imported. Although over time this percentage has decreased, and there are 
more and more domestic products, but import-export relations are just as 
important for maintaining political stability in the world. 
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